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This document is intended for distribution exclusively to licenced veterinary practitioners and must not be re-circulated. If you are not a licenced veterinary practitioner, you must disregard 
this document. This document is not intended as a comprehensive guide regarding the use of the pharmaceutical listed substance(s) and medication selection, dosing and administration 
remain the responsibility of the prescribing veterinary practitioner. Veterinarians must exercise caution and use their own professional judgement in relation to the choice and use of the 
listed substance(s) before starting any treatment. Further information can be found through the references provided as well as by contacting Bova compounding, NSW, Australia. 

METHIMAZOLE ONCE-A-DAY 

Formulations available at Bova
Strength: 5mg/0.1ml
Form: Transdermal ointment.
Quantity: Multiple.

Summary
Therapeutic class: Antithyroid.
Species: Feline. 

Hyperthyroidism is one of the most common endocrinopathies in the cat, especially in aged animals. A prevalence of 21 
cases per 1000 animals was estimated in the 1990’s¹. The average age of diagnosis is 13 years with a range of 4- 20 years 
reported². Common clinical signs include polyphagia, weight loss, polyuria/polydipsia, rough hair coat and hyperactivity.

Treatment options include radiation therapy, oral carbimazole, oral methimazole or transdermal methimazole. Orally 
administered methimazole has a short plasma half–life, therefore the timing of the follow up blood samples to monitor 
the response to therapy is restrictive³. It has been shown that, because transdermal administration results in prolonged 
suppression of  T4, the timing of follow up blood samples, relative to dosing, is less important with transdermal administration³.

A recent pilot study has shown that the once daily methimazole transdermal formulation is a convenient treatment option for 
feline hyperthyroidism that resulted in good compliance and good control of symptoms and TT4 levels⁴.

Indications
▶  Used for the treatment of feline hyperthyroidism¹.

Dosing
▶  Apply to the pinna of the ear, starting at 5mg and increase or decrease the dose (by 2.5mg increments) depending on 
response⁴.

Cautions and concerns
Irritation may occur in the pinna of the ear if the application is applied to the same ear every day. This can be avoided by 
applying to alternate ears on each application, and removing any residue from the ear prior to application or 60 minutes after 
application. Appropriate monitoring is required to allow individual dose titration to maintain T4 concentrations within an 
acceptable range.

Storage
Store at room temperature.

Bova's most commonly requested strength and quantity
Methimazole once-a-day transdermal ointment 5mg/0.1ml, 3 months. 

Please refer to the references for important drug information. 
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